Forest is the Artist

an exhibition of artworks
by Gomsil Forest







installation view (main gallery)
PlaceMAK gallery, Seoul, South Korea




The exhibition “Forest is the Artist” features
multiple works on canvas, all of them created by
a South Korean forest, over the course of a year.

The show’s coordinator, American ecological artist
Patrick M. Lydon calls himself the ‘assistant to the
forest’. He has known Gomsil since 2011, and visits

multiple times a year. Having spent much of the -

past decade exploring the relationships between

East Asian farmers and the environment, he thinks__
the question of how we can listen better to nature is

one too rarely asked in the environmental move-
ment, and that art can help us.

In the Fall of 2017, Lydon visited Gomsil Forest with
ten blank canvases. He asked the farmer who owns
the land if he could place the canvases in the forest
for one year. The farmer, Choi Seong Hyun, being a
writer himself, was enthusiastic about the idea. A
year later, Gomsil Forest revealed seven artworks to
be exhibited, keeping three hidden. These works
are on view in the gallery.

To finalize the project, all of the artist’s profit will be
delivered to Gomsil Forest in Korean Won.
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Untitled #6, 46x38, forest on canvas, 2018 Untitled #1, 46x38, forest on canvas, 2018
Gomsil Forest Gomsil Forest




installation view (main gallery)
PlaceMAK gallery, Seoul, South Korea

Emply squares are drawn by Lydon, to represent the artworks that
Gomsil Forest did not wish to exhibit.



Untitled #2, 46x38, forest on canvas, 2018 Untitled #7, 46x38, forest on canvas, 2018
Gomesil Forest Gomsil Forest
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installation view (film screening gallery)
PlaceMAK gallery, Seoul, South Korea




Untitled #4, 46x38, forest on canvas, 2018
Gomsil Forest
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Untitled #5, 46x38, forest on canvas, 2018
Gomsil Forest
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Untitled #3, 46x38, forest on canvas, 2018
Gomsil Forest
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installation view (main gallery)
PlaceMAK gallery, Seoul, South Korea
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film still from ‘Gomsil Forest is Artist’
8’ 05”, single-channel video and sound, 2019
Patrick M. Lydon & Suhee Kang
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